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Cricket tourism represents an emerging niche within global sport tourism,
particularly in South Asia, where the game embodies culture, identity, and
national symbolism. This paper examines Sri Lankan cricket as a social,
institutional, and spatial phenomenon, with attention to regional inequality,
social capital formation, and tourism potential. Adopting a narrative literature
review approach, the study synthesizes 126 scholarly articles, policy documents,
industry reports, and official institutional sources to trace cricket’s evolution
from a colonial pastime to a nationally unifying sport. The narrative synthesis is
supported by secondary administrative data and GIS-based spatial analysis (QGIS
3.34) to examine the territorial distribution of cricket infrastructure and school
cricket participation. Guided by Social Capital Theory, the analysis explores
how cricket generates bonding, bridging, and linking social capital within Sri
Lanka’s postcolonial and post-war context. Findings reveal pronounced spatial
inequalities, with infrastructure and elite development pathways concentrated
in Colombo and major urban centers, while peripheral provinces—particularly
in the Northern and Eastern regions—remain underserved. School cricket
demonstrates broad social reach but also significant attrition across age
categories, reflecting educational and regional constraints. The study highlights
the Lanka Premier League (LPL) as a key commercial and symbolic initiative
enhancing global visibility, alongside the growing but structurally constrained
presence of women’s cricket. Although direct measurement of cricket-specific
tourist flows is limited, the analysis identifies substantial tourism potential
linked to event scale, infrastructure readiness, and media reach. Overall, the
paper positions cricket as an unevenly realized yet strategic asset for inclusive
development, reconciliation, and tourism policy in Sri Lanka.
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1 Introduction

Tourism is a key driver of development, particularly in
developing countries, and is one of the world’s fastest-growing
industries. Governments, policymakers and tourism organizations
are using this thriving business to create employment opportunities
and promote sustainable development on a national scale (Huachen
and Tingluo, 2019). In the tourism industry, sports tourism is
gaining popularity among cricket fans around the world. Sport
tourism is a “tourism activity that expresses the travel experience
of a tourist who observes as a spectator or actively participates in
a sporting event that includes competitive commercial and non-
commercial activities in general” (United Nation World Tourism
Organization, 2024).

Advances in social and living conditions, improved transport
and communication have contributed to the rapid growth of
sports tourism, making it one of the world’s fastest-growing
industries (Hritz and Ross, 2010; Rheenen et al., 2016). Sports,
particularly cricket, are recognized as important motivators for
tourists to leave their home countries and embark on adventurous
journeys (Morgan, 2007). As the sports tourism sector develops, it
presents new opportunities for economic growth and sustainable
development (Muiruri et al., 2017).

The majority of South Asian nations have embraced cricket as
a vital part of their economy and culture (Gupta, 2011). Countries
such as Bangladesh, India, Pakistan and Sri Lanka have extensively
explored the popularity and importance of cricket (Gupta, 2011;
Bandyopadhyay, 2013). Although these nations have a strong
cricket culture, the development of cricket tourism is still in its
infancy, particularly outside India. The Board of Control for Cricket
in India (BCCI) plays a proactive role in promoting cricket through
major tournaments such as the Indian Premier League (IPL) and
Cricket World Cups, contributing significantly to the innovation of
cricket tourism (Gupta, 2009).

Small island nations have often experienced stagnation in their
development processes due to limited resources (Ghina, 2003;
Naria, 2022). However, tourism has been widely recognized as
a successful strategy for fostering development in small island
contexts worldwide (Scheyvens and Momsen, 2008). Sri Lanka,
an island destination in the South Asian region, possesses the
true potential of tourism due to its strategic location in the
Indian Ocean. Sandy beaches, misty mountains, ancient culture
and verdant nature keep Sri Lanka at the top of tourist maps
(Samarathunga et al., 2020). In Sri Lanka, cricket holds a place
of pride as cricket is played throughout the country, whether in
tournaments or as a recreational activity (Roberts, 2005). People of
all ages play cricket, making it the country’s most popular game. As
sports tourism continues to flourish, cricket fans from all over the
world are drawn to Sri Lanka to experience the sport in its dynamic
and diverse settings (Cassim et al., 2019). Due to the unwavering
demand and strong cricket culture in the country, cricket tourism is
a potential industry from which Sri Lanka could continually benefit.

This context can be theoretically analyzed using the “Social
Capital Theory” (Putnam, 2000), which highlights that cricket
is more than just a sport. Many tourism clubs and affiliated
organizations generate “bonding capital” through close community
relationships. Further, inter-ethnic and international cricket

matches can foster “bridging capital.” Additionally, “linking
capital” can be originated through transnational cricket via
international clubs, investments, and resource allocations.

Sports contribute to multiple industries, including tourism,
media, hospitality, and private sector businesses, fostering a
lucrative industry that generates employment and revenue (Hritz
and Ross, 2010). Cricket’s global appeal also enhances Sri Lanka’s
international visibility, positioning the country as a key destination
for sports tourism (Lamont, 2016). Unfortunately, Sri Lanka has
not yet fully recognized the potential of cricket tourism and
has not taken similar steps to actively promote the sport for
tourism purposes. With strategic planning and policies, cricket
and sports tourism can contribute significantly to the nation’s
development by generating employment opportunities, promoting
cultural exchange and enhancing Sri Lanka’s global reputation
(Wickramaratne and Kumari, 2016; Mohammed, 2020; Schofield,
1982; Tyson et al., 2005) as a leading cricket destination.

Despite cricket’s central role in Sri Lanka’s cultural identity
and international visibility, existing scholarship often addresses the
sport in fragmented ways, giving limited attention to its spatial
inequalities, governance structures, gendered access, and unrealised
tourism dimensions. Moreover, cricket has rarely been examined
as a territorial and social process within a postcolonial and post-
war context. Addressing these gaps, this study adopts a narrative
literature review approach, supported by secondary administrative
data and GIS-based spatial analysis, to examine the organization
and implications of cricket in Sri Lanka. Specifically, the study
addresses the following research questions: how has cricket in
Sri Lanka evolved institutionally and spatially, and what regional
disparities characterize the distribution of cricket infrastructure
and participation? How do governance structures, school cricket
systems, and gendered access to resources shape inequalities
in cricket development across provinces? How can cricket be
understood as a source of bonding, bridging, and linking social
capital within Sri Lanka’s post-war and postcolonial context? What
tourism-related opportunities emerge from Sri Lanka’s cricket
infrastructure and events, and how do spatial inequalities condition
this tourism potential?

The paper is structured as follows: the next section outlines the
narrative review-led methodology, followed by sections analyzing
the historical and institutional evolution of Sri Lankan cricket,
its spatial and gendered inequalities, governance structures, and
tourism potential, before concluding with implications for policy
and future research.

2 Methodology

2.1 Research design

This study adopts a narrative literature review-led research
design, complemented by secondary administrative data analysis
and GIS-based spatial mapping. Following Ferrari (2015), a
narrative review is appropriate where the objective is to interpret,
integrate, and contextualize knowledge across disciplines, rather
than to apply a systematic or meta-analytic protocol. Given the
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interdisciplinary focus of the study-spanning sport studies, tourism,
regional development, gender, and postcolonial perspectives-this
approach allows analytical flexibility and conceptual depth.

The narrative review is supported by empirical secondary data
to connect conceptual insights with observable territorial and
institutional patterns, particularly in relation to regional inequality
and tourism potential.

A total of 128 sources were reviewed, including peer-
reviewed journal articles, books, book chapters, policy documents,
industry reports, and official institutional publications. Sources
were identified through Web of Science, Scopus, Google Scholar,
ResearchGate, and Academia.edu, supplemented by authoritative
institutional sources such as Sri Lanka Cricket (SLC), the
International Cricket Council (ICC), the Ministry of Sports,
ESPNcricinfo, and Sri Lanka Tourism. Literature selection was
guided by relevance to five core themes: (i) institutional
and historical evolution of cricket, (ii) spatial and regional
development, (iii) gender dynamics in sport, (iv) sport tourism
and destination development, and (v) post-war reconciliation. The
review process was iterative, allowing emerging themes to shape
subsequent synthesis.

The study draws on secondary administrative datasets
obtained primarily from Sri Lanka Cricket, including records on
international and domestic cricket infrastructure, training centers,
indoor facilities, and school cricket participation by age group
and division. To contextualize these data, provincial-level socio-
economic statistics from the Department of Census and Statistics
of Sri Lanka were incorporated. Semi-structured interviews
were used to contextualize and interpret institutional and spatial
patterns emerging from the narrative synthesis, rather than to
generate survey-based measurements, and accordingly no formal
questionnaire instrument was employed. Data integration was
conducted at the provincial scale, ensuring territorial comparability
rather than individual-level linkage, consistent with narrative
review methodology. Insights from the literature informed the
interpretation of empirical patterns identified in administrative
and spatial data, enabling analysis beyond descriptive mapping.

Social Capital Theory was applied as an analytical lens. Bonding
social capital was examined through community participation
and school cricket density; bridging social capital through inter-
provincial and inter-ethnic engagement facilitated by cricket;
and linking social capital through institutional connections
between local cricket structures, national governing bodies, and
international platforms such as the Lanka Premier League (LPL)
and ICC events.

Spatial analyses were conducted using QGIS version 3.34.
All datasets were projected using an appropriate national
coordinate reference system for Sri Lanka to ensure spatial
consistency between layers. Official administrative boundary
shapefiles were employed as reference geometries. Vector layers
included international and domestic cricket stadiums, training
facilities, school-level participation data by province and age
category, as well as selected socio-economic indicators. Spatial
accuracy was validated through a cross-verification procedure
combining institutional datasets (Sri Lanka Cricket administrative
records), OpenStreetMap data, and recent high-resolution satellite
imagery. Systematic visual inspections were performed, and entities

presenting location inconsistencies were manually corrected
or excluded. In addition, topology checks (duplicates, invalid
geometries, and alignment errors) were carried out using native
QGIS tools (Check Validity, Topology Checker). This procedure
ensures the spatial robustness of the analysis and limits biases
related to geographical inaccuracies, in line with established
methodological standards in spatial research applied to sport.

Data quality was ensured through systematic cross-
verification of administrative records and official statistics.
Where inconsistencies or missing values were identified, records
were verified using alternative authoritative sources or excluded
from aggregation. The combination of narrative synthesis,
administrative data, and GIS analysis enabled methodological
triangulation, strengthening the robustness of the findings.

3 Evolution of cricket as a sport in Sri
Lanka

Once British colonization of Sri Lanka was complete in the
early 1800s, cricket began to flourish in the country (Wagg, 2005).
The “Colombo Journal” published an article on the founding of a
cricket club on September 5, 1832, which was the first mention in
Sri Lanka of the game (Pathiravithana, 2013). Shortly afterwards,
on November 5, 1832, the Colombo Cricket Club was established
and played its first cricket match against the British 97e regiment.
During the 1930s, cricket was mainly played by the colonial elite
and prestigious schools such as Royal College and S. Thomas’
College. Although the national first-class system was established
in 1937-1938, Sri Lanka only became the eight-Test nation in
1981 (Sri Lanka Cricket, 2021a). Although the authors could not
find sufficient and reliable information about the development of
cricket from 1937-1981, this period laid a solid foundation for the
development of Sri Lanka cricket with the support of Government,
sports clubs and associations, and well-wishers.

After gaining independence in 1948, cricket became a source of
national pride in Sri Lanka. The sport gradually moved away from
its elitist class, reaching wider segments of the society. Throughout
the 1950s and 1960s, local players began making their mark on
the national stage, signaling the emergence of a new generation
of Sri Lankan cricketers (Brookes, 2022). However, Ceylon had
yet to be granted Test status by the International Cricket Council
(ICC), limiting its presence in international competitions. The
establishment of domestic tournaments like the P. Saravanamuttu
Trophy in 1950 provided a structured framework for national
cricket and facilitated the discovery of new talent. Schools and
cricket clubs, historically dominated by the colonial elite, played a
key role in popularizing the sport (ESPNcricinfo, 2006).

Sri Lanka won four out of 26 matches in the first five Cricket
World Cup tournaments of the International Cricket Council
(ICC) (n.d.). But with victory in the 1996 ICC Cricket World
Cup under Mr. Arjuna Ranathunge, the former cricket captain, Sri
Lanka gained worldwide recognition in the cricket world. Since
then, the Sri Lankan cricket team has won numerous matches
and tournaments at international and regional level. The overall
performance of Sri Lankan cricket up to 2025 can be felt in Table 1.
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Alma maters and university education systems have spurred
sports tourism in Sri Lanka, which is reflected in the location
of many of the country’s sports clubs in its major cities. Cricket
is the best-known sport in Sri Lanka, where volleyball is the
national sport. It’s hard to find a school or village where nobody
plays the sport irrespective of the location (Figure 1). As a
third-world developing country, the Sri Lankan government has
minimum funding available to improve the sport in every school
in the country. The turning point for Sri Lankan sport was the
1996 Cricket World Cup, and since then Sri Lanka has won
numerous victories in the international sporting sphere. Sports in
Sri Lanka, such as cricket, volleyball, rugby, hiking, motor sports,
scuba diving, white-water rafting and cycling, are important for
marketing the country’s tourism potential and can be considered
an integral part of leisure activities for residents and tourists alike.

TABLE 1 Overall performance of the Sri Lanka Men’s cricket team.

Match type Matches∗ Won Lost Drawn

Test (Since 1982) 327 107 127 93

One Day

International (1975)

943 435 461 6 tied, 41 no

result

T20 (2006) 224 99 117 6 tied, 2 no

result

Total 1,494 641 705 148 (incl. ties

& no results)

∗As of 01st February 2026. Source: ESPNcricinfo, 2026a,b,c.

Sri Lankan cricket’s vision is to be the best cricketing nation in
the international arena suggests benchmark instability, consistency
and sustainability in all sections of the game (Maldeniya and
Weerasiri, 2019). Sri Lankan cricket generated peak revenue in
2017, with total revenue of 6193 million rupees and profit of
2,128 million rupees for the period (Maldeniya and Weerasiri,
2019). However, despite these achievements challenges remain in
ensuring long-term financial stability, infrastructure equity, and
strategic development to sustain Sri Lanka’s competitiveness in
global cricket.

The Sri Lanka Cricket Board, which is currently responsible for
the men’s and women’s national teams, the first-class system and
school cricket, was officially recognized as a national sporting body
under the Ministry of Sports in 1975 (Sri Lanka Cricket, 2021a).
Sri Lanka is a full member of the Asian and International Cricket
Boards (Roberts, 2005). The Sri Lankan national cricket team was
awarded Test status in 1981, making it the eight Test country in the
world (Sri Lanka Cricket, 2021a).

4 Sri Lanka’s capacity to host
international and domestic cricket
matches against economic and social
indices

Sri Lanka’s first cricket stadium was established during the
British colonial period. The Colombo Cricket Club Ground, the
country’s first cricket stadium, was founded in 1832 in Colombo

FIGURE 1

Sri Lankan boys playing Cricket at different settings. Source: Authors (2025).
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FIGURE 2

The Map of International Cricket Stadiums in Sri Lanka. Source: Authors (2025).

(Sridheran, 2020). By this time, British rulers had already identified
Colombo as the commercial capital with strong international
connections via the port of Colombo. To meet the growing demand
for cricket, additional stadiums were built, including the Galle
International Stadium in the southern port city of Galle in 1876
(Sridheran, 2020). The Sinhalese Sports Club ground (SSC) was
inaugurated in 1896, followed by Kandy’s Asgiriya Stadium in
1915 (Sridheran, 2020). In recent years, numerous international
cricket grounds have been introduced (see Figure 2), reflecting
the nation’s ever-growing interest in cricket, both in urban and
rural areas. Notable additions include the Rangiri Dambulla
International Stadium, established in 2000, and the Mahinda
Rajapaksa International Cricket Stadium, inaugurated in 2009.

However, the the distribution of cricket stadiums in Sri Lanka
reveals a notable imbalance when examined against the provinces’
respective economic contributions to the national gross domestic
production. The Western Province, which contributes 43.7% to
the national economy [Central Bank of Sri Lanka (CBSL), 2025],
hosts five stadiums, which are located within Colombo. The Central
Province (10.3%) and Southern Province (9.3%) [Central Bank
of Sri Lanka (CBSL), 2025] also benefit from substantial cricket
infrastructure, with three international stadiums located in Kandy

and Dambulla, and two in Galle and Sooriyawewa. However, this
concentration contrasts sizably with other regions of the country.
For example, the North Western Province, despite contributing
10.9% a figure higher than both Central and Southern, has no
stadium facilities. Similarly, Sabaragamuwa (7%) and Uva (4.7%),
along with Northern (4.5%), Eastern (4.7%), and North Central
(4.8%) [Central Bank of Sri Lanka (CBSL), 2025], remain entirely
excluded from cricket infrastructure in Sri Lanka. This uneven
allocation represents a pronounced urban-centric orientation,
privileging the economic elites of the country and a handful
of other economically significant urban centers. From a policy
perspective, such disparities have implications for a balanced
regional development, accessibility to cricket, and the promotion of
cricket as a national sport. Furthermore, the absence of stadiums in
economically significant provinces hinders opportunities for sports
tourism, local skills development, and community engagement.
Addressing this imbalance through a more regionally inclusive
approach would enhance both economic and socio-cultural benefits
across Sri Lanka.

Sri Lanka maintains a substantial cricketing infrastructure,
comprising more than 70 domestic cricket grounds and over 30
indoor facilities across the island (Sri Lanka Cricket, 2021a). This
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reflects the nation’s deep cultural engagement with cricket and
its continued investment in both outdoor and indoor training
spaces aiming at developing international level players. However,
a large proportion of these grounds are concentrated in the
Western Province, particularly in Colombo, indicating an urban-
centric bias. While other provinces such as Northern, Eastern,
and North Western host some facilities, their presence is relatively
poor, limiting equal access to quality infrastructure. Consequently,
despite the overall abundance of grounds, the uneven distribution
highlights regional disparities that constrain inclusive cricket
development in Sri Lanka.

5 Sri Lanka cricket: a gender analysis

Since the cricket was introduced, it was mainly played among
the men’s circles attempting to exhibit men’s masculine identities.
The women only stood as witnesses (Walle, 2010) cheering for their
partners, male friends, son, and relations playing cricket. Cricket
originated in the British cricketing circles. It was an attempt to
cultivate national identities by the way of promoting masculine
identities. It was aimed at conditioning masculine traits amongst
men and cultivates a sense of cultural superiority (Sharma, 2018).
The aim was not merely to establish British dominance, but
also to assert the superiority of the Englishman himself (Naha
and Malcolm, 2021). It was further ensured that Cricket was
meant to be a game played by man at the exclusion of women.
Hence, cricket was known as the “Gentleman’s Game” (Cowley,
2005) and this term is still being used worldwide specially during
the commentary.

Sri Lanka’s story is no different from the global picture when
it comes to gender roles. Although Sri Lanka officially entered
international cricket with a men’s team in 1981, it took another 16
years to establish an international women’s cricket team. Although
Sri Lanka’s first cricket club was founded in the 1830s (Duncan,
2013), there are no official records of women’s participation in
the sport until the 1920s, when the girls of St. John’s College,
Panadura, were often regarded as pioneers of women’s cricket
(Perera, 2023).

Table 2 highlights the top ten all time Sri Lankan male
cricketers ranked by overall batting points. The leading player,
Mr.KC Sangakkara, who played in between 2000-2015, scored
13,975 runs in 397 matches with an average of 41.96, setting
the benchmark for performance. Several others surpassed the
12,000-run milestone, although their batting averages remained
relatively lower. Collectively, these records highlight the significant
contributions of Sri Lankan batsmen across different generations,
demonstrating both individual excellence and the broader
evolution of batting strength in the country’s cricketing history.

The Sri Lanka women’s national cricket team, established in
1997, has gained the attention of both local and international fans
due to their outstanding performances in the recent years. Having
played their first official international match on November 25, 1997,
against the Netherlands, the team has come a long way, often
overshadowed by the immense success of the men’s cricket team.
A significant milestone in their journey was their first and only
Test match, played from April 17 to 20, 1998, against Pakistan at
the Colts Cricket Club Ground in Colombo (ESPNcricinfo, 2026a),
where they secured a historic victory.

Over the years, several key players have made a significant
impact on Sri Lanka women’s cricket through their exceptional
performances and leadership. Chamari Athapaththu, the current
captain, has been a record-breaking cricketer, notably scoring an
unbeaten 178 against Australia during the 2017 Women’s Cricket
World Cup in Bristol-one of the highest individual scores in
Women’s ODIs (ESPNcricinfo, 2026b). Like the men’s team, the Sri
Lanka women’s cricket team is managed by Sri Lanka Cricket (SLC),
which organizes domestic competitions and facilitates international
tours (de Soysa et al., 2021). A landmark achievement in the team’s
history was their victory in the 2024 Women’s Twenty20 Asia Cup,
where they defeated seven-time champions India by 8 wickets,
marking a defining moment for women’s cricket in Sri Lanka
(ESPNcricinfo, 2026c).

Among Sri Lankan male cricketers, Muttiah Muralidaran
stands out as the most successful bowler with 534 ODI wickets
from 350 matches, followed by Chaminda Vaas with 400 wickets
and Lasith Malinga with 338, reflecting their dominance in
international cricket. Sanath Jayasuriya, primarily recognized as a
batsman, also achieved a remarkable 323 wickets, underlining his

TABLE 2 Top 10 all-time players in Sri Lanka by points.

Player Period Mat. Inns NO Score HS Ave

KC Sangakkara 2000-2015 397 373 40 13975 169 41.96

ST Jayasuriya 1989-2011 441 429 18 13364 189 32.51

DPMD Jayawardene 1998-2015 443 413 38 12381 144 33.01

TM Dilshan 1999-2016 330 303 41 10290 161 39.27

PA de Silva 1984-2003 308 296 30 9284 145 34.9

MS Atapattu 1990-2007 268 259 32 8529 132 37.57

A Ranatunga 1982-1999 269 255 47 7456 131 35.84

WU Tharanga 2005-2019 234 222 17 6941 174 33.85

AD Mathews 2008-2021 218 188 48 5835 139 41.67

RS Mahanama 1986-1999 213 198 23 5162 119 29.49

Source: ESPNcricinfo (2026d).
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TABLE 3 Lanka Premier League performance.

Year Match period Match venues/location Number of matches Champions

2020 2020.11.26-2020.12.16 Mahinda Rajapaksa International Cricket Stadium, Hambantota 23 Jaffna Stallions

2021 2021.12.05-2021.12.23 1. R. Premadasa Stadium, Colombo 24 Jaffna Kings

2. Hambantota Mahinda Rajapaksa International Cricket Stadium

2022 2022.12.06-2022.12.23 1. R. Premadasa Stadium, Colombo 24 Jaffna Kings

2. Mahinda Rajapaksa International Cricket Stadium, Hambantota

3. Pallekele International Cricket Stadium in Kandy

2023 2022.07.30-2022.08.20 1. R. Premadasa Stadium, Colombo 24 B-Love Kandy

2. Pallekele International Cricket Stadium in Kandy

2024 2022.07.01-2022.07.24 1. R. Premadasa Stadium, Colombo 24 Jaffna Kings

2. Pallekele International Cricket Stadium in Kandy

3. Rangiri Dambulla International Stadium, Dambulla

Source: ESPNcricinfo (2026e).

value as an all-rounder (ESPNcricinfo, 2026b). In women’s cricket,
Shashikala Siriwardene leads with 124 wickets in 118 matches, while
Inoka Ranaweera follows closely with 76 wickets, demonstrating
consistent contributions to the team. The presence of bowlers
like Chamari Roshini, Suwini Priyangika, and Sripali Weerakkody
further illustrates the gradual but steady rise of women’s bowling
achievements in Sri Lanka (ESPNcricinfo, 2026b).

6 Lanka Premier League (LPL)

In 2008, Indian cricket introduced the Indian Premier League
(IPL), which embellished a revolution in global sport (Rasul
and Proffitt, 2011; Majumdar, 2011). This franchise-based league
(Daniel, 2020) later became the world’s second most popular
sports league in terms of value per match. Surprisingly, they were
able to rank above the Premier League, Major League Baseball
and the NBA (Sen and Kayal, 2022). This astounding success
of the Indian Premier League prompted other nations to launch
a similar franchise league cricket model. After failing in 2013
with the Sri Lankan Premier League, the Sri Lankan Cricket
Board introduced the Lankan Premier League (LPL) in 2020,
which has been considerably more successful than the previous
attempt (Wijewardena and Karunaratne, 2017). Although there
were no crowds in the stadiums due to COVID-19 protocols
according to the tournament organizers, they were able to make
hundreds of millions of rupees in profit from the tournament
through sponsorships, broadcasting rights, and advertisements.
The tournament was broadcast worldwide and attracted 550 million
viewers on various platforms (Sri Lanka Cricket, 2021b). This
means that the tourism promotion videos broadcast during the
tournament reached the eyes of over 500 million people. The 2024
edition attained record viewership with 780 million TV viewers and
480 million unique online viewers, indicating significant growth
in global reach (Mukherjee, 2024). This is a huge benefit for the
country’s tourism thanks to a single advertising campaign. Table 3
summarizes the LPL performance in Sri Lanka since 2020 and
Table 4 presents the teams participated at LPL from 2020–2024.

TABLE 4 Teams played at Lanka Premier League from 2020–2024.

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Colombo

Kings

Colombo

Stars

Colombo

Stars

Colombo

Strikers

Colombo

Strikers

Dambulla

Viking

Dambulla

Giants

Dambulla

Aura

Dambulla

Aura

Dambulla

Sixers

Galle

Gladiators

Galle

Gladiators

Galle

Gladiators

Galle Titans Galle

Marvels

Jaffna

Stallions

Jaffna Kings Jaffna Kings Jaffna Kings Jaffna Kings

Kandy

Tuskers

Kandy

Warriors

Kandy

Falcons

B-Love

Kandy

Kandy

Falcons

Source: ESPNcricinfo (2026e).

Despite the postponement of 2022 LPL, owing to the country’s
catastrophic economic situation and fuel shortages, the matched
took place successfully at the end of the same year (Sri Lanka
Cricket, 2022). The 2023 IPL was held from began on 30th July 2023
and the final was held on 20th August 2023. The recent 2024 edition
of the Lanka Premier League (LPL) marked the fifth edition of the
tournament, with a Twenty20 franchise cricket format in Sri Lanka.
Sri Lanka Cricket has postponed the LPL 2025 to ensure stadiums
and facilities are fully prepared for the ICC Men’s T20 World Cup
2026, which Sri Lanka is co-hosting with India.

7 Territorial expansion of Sri Lanka
cricket through school cricket

Since the British introduced cricket to Sri Lanka, the sport
was first adopted by upper-class society and then gained immense
popularity throughout the country, transcending social and
educational boundaries. Therefore, Sri Lanka cricket has long been
criticized for its concentration in the country’s major cities. It was
unusual to see players selected for the Sri Lankan team from areas
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TABLE 5 School Cricket divisions.

League Division I Division II Division III

Under 13 79 95 552

Under 15 80 73 432

Under 17 77 32 150

Under 19 37 29 142

Source: School Cricket Association (2025).

outside the capital, Colombo, and the Kandy region, which has
become the hub of cricket. However, since the beginning of the
twenty first century, Sri Lanka has focused on improving its rural
cricket system through its school cricket program (Chesterfield,
2004). Cricket venues such as stadiums and schools have played
a central role in popularizing the sport, evolving from elite spaces
to popular gathering centers and facilitating access to cricket for a
large proportion of the population. School Cricket is divided by age
into four leagues: U13 (under 13 years old), U15 (13 to 15-year-
olds), U17 (15 to 17-year-olds), and U19 (17 to 19-year-olds). The
divisions are created by the Sri Lanka Schools Cricket Association
(SLSCA) based on the performance, infrastructure, and cricketing
history of the schools (School Cricket Association, 2025). While the
system is not explicitly designed to favor particular social groups,
the historical concentration of infrastructure, coaching expertise,
and competitive exposure in elite urban schools has contributed to
their sustained presence in higher divisions, whereas many rural
schools remain structurally constrained in lower tiers. As such,
divisional stratification reflects broader spatial and socio-economic
inequalities embedded within the education and sport systems,
rather than an intentional institutional bias. Table 5 further explains
the number of school cricket divisions in Sri Lanka.

Figure 3 provides a comprehensive breakdown of Sri Lanka’s
school cricket structure, categorizing teams across provinces and
age groups. The data highlights that the Western Province
dominates school cricket, with the highest number of teams
across all categories, reflecting its urban infrastructure, resource
availability, and historic cricketing tradition. Southern, Central,
and North Western provinces also record significant participation,
though at lower levels than the Western Province. In contrast,
Northern and Eastern provinces have relatively fewer teams,
illustrating geographic disparities and limited cricket facilities in
these provinces.

The limited cricket infrastructure and participation observed
in the Northern and Eastern provinces must be understood
within a broader historical and structural context. Nearly three
decades of armed conflict severely disrupted school education
systems, sporting facilities, and institutional continuity in these
regions. Although post-war reconstruction has improved physical
infrastructure, school cricket development remains constrained
by resource limitations, shortages of qualified coaching and
training staff, and weaker integration into national competitive
pathways. Lower population density in these provinces further
shapes participation volumes, reinforcing spatial disparities when
compared with long-established cricketing centers in other parts of
the country.

The distribution by age groups shows strong representation
at the under-15 and under-17 levels, which are critical pathways

for talent development. The marked decline in participation
between U13 and U19 age categories reflects wider structural
pressures within Sri Lanka’s education system. As students
progress into senior secondary schooling, academic demands
associated with the national university entrance examination
increasingly dominate, leading many students to disengage from
organized sport. Parental prioritization of academic attainment
over extracurricular activities, and dropout rates, further accelerates
this attrition. Consequently, participation remains relatively strong
at junior levels but declines sharply at U19, illustrating how
educational structures intersect with spatial inequality to shape
cricket development pathways. Overall, the map illustrates both
the breadth of cricket participation nationwide and the regional
imbalances that privilege urban and southern districts while
marginalizing the northern and peripheral provinces.

8 Administration of Sri Lanka cricket

In addition, club cricket, which is not focused on representing
specific districts or provinces, has contributed significantly to
building Sri Lanka’s cricket structure. Most of the country’s top
clubs are based in the Colombo city area. In rural Sri Lanka, only
development organizations operate at regional level. A comparison
with systems in other leading countries highlights the considerable
differences. According to Roberts (2007), Sri Lanka’s club cricket
system is primarily an urban phenomenon stemming from colonial
influences. However, due to limited opportunities for competitive
cricket, Sri Lanka Cricket has appointed coaches at district level
to improve the sport in various areas (Silva et al., 2018). Table 6
illustrates the regional cricket associations in Sri Lanka.

The following map (Figure 4) exhibits the administrative
structure of Sri Lanka Cricket, showing the distribution of
district associations, national development centers, and affiliated
associations across the island. Similar to other maps, Colombo
emerges as the central administrative hub, reflecting its historical
and infrastructural dominance in national cricket governance.
District associations are spread across all provinces, including
peripheral areas such as Jaffna, Trincomalee, and Batticaloa,
indicating an attempt at nationwide representation. However, the
density of affiliated associations is notably higher in the Western,
North Westerns, Southern, and Central provinces, which aligns
with broader cricket participation patterns. Northern and Eastern
provinces, while represented, appear less institutionally developed,
underscoring regional disparities in cricket administration. Overall,
the map highlights both the centralized authority in Colombo and
the uneven spatial distribution of cricket administration across
Sri Lanka.

9 Sri Lanka cricket and regional
development

Organizing a sports tournament offers many advantages for
a country or region. In the field of tourism, the organization
of a mega-event contributes significantly (Gillon et al., 2010) to
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FIGURE 3

Spatial Distribution of Sri Lanka School Cricket. Source: Authors (2025).

financial gains and economic development (Hall and Amore, 2020).
For example, international cricket matches held at Hambantota,
Dambulla and Kandy have resulted in financial benefits for

the local community and government (Wickramaratne and
Kumari, 2016; Waidyarathne and Dharmasena, 2023). Cricket,
beyond international tournaments and matches, also has the
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TABLE 6 Number of cricket associations/clubs in Sri Lanka.

# Type of the cricket association/club Number

1 Number of provincial cricket associations 05

2 Number of district cricket associations 23

3 Number of controlling and affiliated clubs 55

Ministry of Sports and Youth Affairs (2025).

potential to foster social development and produce a variety of
social benefits. In the pursuit of rural development objectives,
investing in a sport such as cricket proves highly advantageous,
generating both economic and social gains (Gregory-Smith
et al., 2019) (please see Figure 2). The organization of an event
enables local governments to generate financial revenue through
ticket sales, donations and so on. At the same time, rural
residents can showcase their talents by taking part in cricket
tournaments, attracting funds and financial support (Bateman
and Binns, 2014). What’s more, organizing a tournament gives
local governments the opportunity to plan additional events
and activities.

When considering world-class cricket stadiums in Sri Lanka,
the Hambantota Mahinda Rajapaksa International Cricket Stadium
(Figure 5) stands out as a promising infrastructure that could
make a significant contribution to the country’s rural development.
Looking at the stadium, it becomes clear that direct financial
gains can be made from its operations, but more importantly,
there is considerable potential to generate indirect financial
benefits. Whenever a sports match or tournament takes place,
visitors gather nearby. As a result, the surrounding local
community can enjoy substantial benefits from the influx
of visitors.

The organization of international cricket competitions
promotes the growth and development of the country’s small
and medium-sized businesses. Of particular note are the
substantial benefits enjoyed by small businesses. According
to Swindell and Rosentraub (1998) Research has shown that
the presence of visitors to stadiums and sports venues plays a
central role in the creation and expansion of small businesses.
This phenomenon creates opportunities for entrepreneurship
and business growth, particularly in sectors such as food
and beverages, handicrafts, transport, car parking, catering
and hotels.

10 Cricket as a tool for reconciliation

Sport has the potential to foster international links on a larger
scale, encompassing both participants and a wider audience, as
John et al. (2005) point out. In the current context of reshaping
political boundaries, often accompanied by conflict, sporting events
serve as a means of ironing out differences and redefining personal
allegiances. In particular, cricket matches between India and
Pakistan have been identified as a means of fostering peace and
reconciliation between these two nations, especially among players
and spectators. Stuart (2005) further argues that cricket matches

between India and Pakistan offer a substantial opportunity to foster
future peace between these two nations.

Schulenkorf (2010), in his exploration of peace through sport
in the context of Sri Lanka, argues that cricket, in particular, has
the potential to reduce intergroup barriers, facilitate understanding
and encourage interpersonal interaction. His findings suggest
that sporting events can nurture personal bonds and cultivate
global social identities across national, organizational and abstract
boundaries, as well as between individuals with shared interests.
Renowned Sri Lankan cricketers are actively engaged in a variety of
charitable activities, including playing cricket with disadvantaged
youth in economically and socially deprived post-war areas
(Kamble and Bouchon, 2014). This involvement represents a
positive step toward promoting reconciliation in Sri Lanka through
mutual understanding and dialogue.

Famed Sri Lankan cricketer Muttiah Muralitharam once
appealed to his nation to transcend ethnic inequalities and unite
(Frances, 2004). Frances (2004) quotes Muralitharam as saying,

“Sri Lanka should learn from its national cricket team.”

Muralitharam has also made it clear that although he is Tamil,
the majority of his fans are Sinhalese. He said,

“There is no difference between Tamils, Muslims or
Sinhalese in the cricket team because we play for the country
and we always want to win.”

This testimony underlines that sport is a powerful instrument
for fostering peace and reconciliation. In the Sri Lankan context,
cricket also fulfills this role (Roberts, 2009). In a country
characterized by diverse ethnic and religious backgrounds, sports
teams need to maintain balance. It’s like rugby in South Africa,
where sport enables dialogue between a people’s ethnic groups,
beyond community cliques, and is a vehicle for social cohesion
and ethno-cultural mixing (Cubizolles, 2010). Sri Lankan cricket
has long demonstrated this balance, as the players’ religious
and ethnic origins have not been selection factors. As a result,
Sri Lankan cricket boasts a roster of international players
from various ethnic groups, including Sinhalese, Tamils and
Muslims, representing different faiths. It’s worth noting Sri Lankan
cricket’s slogan, “One Team, One Nation,” emblematic of the
nation’s unity. Figure 6 shows both the slogan and the logo of
Sri Lankan tourism.

11 Sports and tourism

11.1 Importance of sports tourism

Sport and tourism activities are intimately linked because of
their mutual ability to enhance destinations while offering unique
experiences to participants (Kurtzman and Zauhar, 2003). Sports
attract visitors through major sporting events, such as the Olympic
Games or World Cups, which generate a massive influx of tourists
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FIGURE 4

Administration of Sri Lanka Cricket. Source: Authors (2025).

and stimulate the local economy. These events create opportunities
for infrastructure development, such as stadiums and hotels, which
benefit both athletes and tourists. At the same time, sports tourism
enables travelers to engage in physical activities such as hiking,
surfing or golf, which become reasons for travel in their own right.
These activities take advantage of destinations’ natural and cultural
resources, attracting a public keen to reconcile leisure and physical
wellbeing (Peric, 2010). For example, the beaches of Arugam Bay
in Sri Lanka are not only tourist attractions for their beauty, but
also for their reputation as a world-renowned surfing destination
(Pathirana and Samarathunga, 2018).

The rise of contemporary Western sports gave birth to the
idea of sports tourism, with important nations such as England,
Germany and Sweden becoming the first to take this idea to a new
level (Jayawardhana and Crabtree, 2018; Guttmann, 2010; Naria,
2012; Singaravélou and Sorez, 2010; Augustin, 1995). From 1827
onwards, sports tourism was controlled by the upper classes of the
British people and became a well-known industry in the eighteenth
century (Standeven and Tomlinson, 1994). With the advent of
winter sports in the nineteenth century, a link between sport and
tourism was established (Pigeassou and Pruneau, 1998; Bouchet
and Sobry, 2019).
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FIGURE 5

Mahinda Rajapaksa International Cricket Stadium, Source: Surath Wickramasinghe Associates (2025).

FIGURE 6

Sri Lanka Cricket Logo and Motto. Source: Sri Lanka Cricket (2021a).

Tourists are generally interested in sport because of personal
commitment, achievement, international competitiveness and
enjoyment (Nishio et al., 2016). The value of international sports
tourism is increasing by the day, making the industry worth
billions of dollars, while the growth of sports competition has
led to a 1.9% drop in unemployment (Kasimati and Dawson,
2009). On the other hand, sports tourism is considered the
most advanced section of the tourism industry (Chalip, 2004;
Bouchet and Bouhaouala, 2009).

Due to the short duration of the event and the remoteness of
the sponsorships of the 1 day internationals, other sports, including
soccer, rugby, basketball and others, were juxtaposed with it over
time (Paul, 2009). After much deliberation, the decision was made
to change the game of cricket to a 20 overs format available
to thousands of viewers worldwide (Sen and Kayal, 2022). This
change in cricket has not only affected the game itself, but has also

transformed business practices in most of the countries that play
the sport.

Over the past decade, the United Nations has stated that
sport and physical education have been used as a tool to initiate
social change (Levermore and Beacom, 2009; Institute for Human
Rights and Business, 2018). Projects involving sport have included
attempts to educate young people to appreciate health conditions,
engender respect for local communities, discourage anti-social
and criminal behavior, raise awareness of gender equality and
aid the rehabilitation of people with disabilities. As studied by
Hartmann and Depro (2006) and Marianne and Martha (2009),
sport and physical activity have great potential to influence
economic development, poverty reduction, social change and can
also influence crime. Lenka et al. (2018) identified that sports
and physical activities influence the use and perception of unsafe
or dangerous public spaces, provide a space for young people
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to share information and thoughts, play, have fun and feel safe.
Furthermore, they studied that through sport, young people can
experience safety and freedom of expression, as well as equal access
for men and women and belonging to a community and a place.
Veerle et al. (2021) reveal that policymakers argue that investing
in sport will not only win medals, but also trigger a range of wider
social outcomes. According to Green (2009), investment in sport
has become a major preoccupation for governments around the
world, as it will lead to numerous economic and social outcomes.

11.2 Opportunities and challenges of
cricket tourism development in Sri Lanka

Cricket tourism helps a destination in many ways where it
contributes to improving the nation’s image, promoting investment
and stimulating a for-profit nation (Roberts, 2005). In the case
of Sri Lanka, cricket culture can be promoted as a special sports
marketing tool, benefiting many organizations such as the Sri
Lanka Tourism Promotion Board (SLTPB), Sri Lanka Tourism
Development Authority (SLTDA), the Sri Lanka Cricket (SLC),
private sector companies, the media and the Sri Lankan hospitality
industry (Wickramaratne and Kumari, 2016).

It’s hard to find a school or village where nobody plays
the sport. As a third-world developing country, the Sri Lankan
government has minimum funding available to improve the sport
in every school in the country. Sri Lanka became a popular
tourist destination for foreigners after the end of the country’s
30-year civil war (Dissanayake and Samarathunga, 2021); as a
result, Sri Lankan sports tourism has shown significant growth
potential over the past 10 years (Doering, 2018). Sri Lanka is a
special destination for sports tourism marketing, which can be
achieved through global sporting events, festivals and innovative
sports (Jayawardhana and Crabtree, 2018). Location, infrastructure,
accommodation, resources and culture are some of the factors that
Sri Lanka can use to host international sporting events that can
attract many tourists to the country. Sri Lanka has been recognized
as one of the host countries for international events over the past
four to five decades (Biyanwila, 2018).

Ever since Sri Lanka won the inaugural World Cup in 1996 and
2014 and finished runner-up four more times, the country has been
no stranger to the idea of cricket tourism, which has been hailed
by cricket enthusiasts worldwide (Wijewardena and Karunaratne,
2017). Due to intense rivalry, each location has developed a
distinctive brand that attracts travelers from all over the world
(Fernando and Meedeniya, 2009). In order to meet general market
expectations and ensure that the destination can develop distinctive
competencies in terms of meeting consumer expectations, Sri
Lanka should determine which initiatives to implement.

However, cricket tourism in Sri Lanka still lacks the
awareness needed to fully exploit the country’s much-demanded
cricket culture. To harness its potential, destination management
companies should promote cricket tourism as a distinct facet of
sports tourism. Another major concern regarding cricket tourism
in Sri Lanka is the lack of a well-defined national policy specifically
dedicated to it. The current policy framework is inadequate due
to the lack of a comprehensive national and international strategic

plan. Sri Lanka needs to develop a strong marketing strategy to
attract local and international visitors to engage in cricket tourism.

This governance issue has been studied in many leagues (Silva
et al., 2018), and is a pressing one as decision-makers are often faced
with competing priorities, such as health, education and poverty
alleviation, all of which reduce the funds available for cricket
tourism. Weak institutional structures and poor coordination
between the various players including the government and regional
government bodies, schools, regional cricket associations and clubs,
and communities hamper the development of sport. The absence of
clear policies and coherent strategies prevents effective governance,
making it difficult to optimize resources and achieve sports
development objectives. These governance problems contribute to
unequal access to the sport and prevent Sri Lanka from reaping the
full social, economic and health benefits that cricket can offer.

In addition, cricket as an industry faces a challenge in terms
of insufficient marketing expertise to effectively promote the Sri
Lankan cricket brand on the global stage (Wijewardena and
Karunaratne, 2017). Filling this gap requires the inclusion of skilled
marketing professionals who can further enhance the reputation of
the country’s cricket identity.

Recent allegations of corruption against the Sri Lanka Cricket
Board have also cast a shadow over the image of Sri Lankan cricket
(Sunday Times, 2023). At the same time, there is a shortage of
skilled human resources in the cricket tourism sector and sports
tourism in general. The industry needs more qualified professionals
to effectively meet these challenges and move the cricket tourism
field forward.

There are many other challenges facing the development of
Sri Lankan cricket. Another significant problem stems from the
country’s persistent emphasis on marketing strategies that prioritize
mass tourism efforts, eclipsing other revenue-generating avenues.
Despite the wealth of sporting attractions Sri Lanka could offer
tourists, it is clear that little effort is invested in promoting
sports tourism (Beech, 2008). Another challenge within Sri Lanka’s
sports industry concerns the limited presence of sports tourism
companies. Currently, only a handful of destination management
companies are actively engaged in sports tourism, signaling the
need for greater involvement by international sports brands. In
addition, the country grapples with financial constraints associated
with the sports sector, which requires substantial investment
in infrastructure, stadiums, elite athletes, coaches and robust
marketing strategies (Silva et al., 2018). These prerequisites also
position Sri Lanka as an attractive host for various international
mega-events in sports such as rugby, soccer and cricket. The lack
of sports academies dedicated to nurturing and improving sports
and sports tourism knowledge and skills represents the fourth
factor hindering Sri Lanka’s progress in developing a thriving sports
tourism industry.

12 Conclusion and implications

Cricket in Sri Lanka has evolved from a colonial pastime to
a unifying national asset, deeply embedded within the cultural,
social, and economic fabric of the island destination. As this
review highlights, cricket tourism offers significant potential for

Frontiers in Sustainable Tourism 13 frontiersin.org

https://doi.org/10.3389/frsut.2026.1736816
https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/sustainable-tourism
https://www.frontiersin.org


Samarathunga et al. 10.3389/frsut.2026.1736816

regional development, reconciliation, and international visibility.
Social Capital Theory provides a useful lens to interpret
these dynamics. Bonding capital is visible in the way cricket
strengthens community ties through school tournaments, club
networks, and village/community-level participation. Bridging
capital emerges when cricket outdoes ethnic, religious, and regional
divisions, creating shared spaces where diverse groups engage in
dialogue and cooperation. Linking capital, meanwhile, is cultivated
through international tournaments, franchise leagues, and global
broadcasting, which connect Sri Lanka to transnational networks
of tourism, investment, and cultural exchange.

Despite its strengths, cricket development in Sri Lanka
continues to be shaped by persistent spatial inequalities, uneven
distribution of infrastructure, governance constraints, limited
institutional support for women’s cricket, and fragmented policy
coordination. Addressing these challenges requires recognizing
cricket not merely as a competitive sport, but as a social and
territorial institution capable of generating inclusive forms of social
capital that extend beyond urban elites and established cricketing
centers. Ensuring that peripheral regions and marginalized groups
benefit more equitably from cricket development is therefore
central to realizing its broader social and developmental potential.
At the same time, the growing risks associated with climate
change add urgency to the need for adaptive and resilient
strategies, particularly in small island contexts where sports
infrastructure and tourism-linked livelihoods are increasingly
exposed to environmental vulnerability.

Future research on cricket should move beyond conventional
performance-oriented analyses to engage more deeply with
its developmental, gendered, governance, and environmental
dimensions. In particular, there is a clear need for systematic
and sustained research on women in cricket, including issues of
participation pathways, infrastructure access, funding disparities,
and institutional support across regions. Building on the gaps
identified in this study, further work could also examine how
cricket-related events, facilities, and global media visibility generate
tourism potential, shape destination image, and contribute to
inclusive regional development, especially in historically under-
resourced provinces. Greater attention is needed to governance
reforms that can strengthen institutional accountability within
sport systems, alongside longitudinal research assessing cricket’s
role in reconciliation and social cohesion in post-conflict
societies. Finally, the implications of climate change for cricket
infrastructure, event sustainability, and tourism development in
small island states represent a critical and underexplored area for
future investigation.
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