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Introduction: This study explores the impact of acculturative stress, mothers’ Korean language proficiency, and their combined effect on the achievement motivation of multicultural students in South Korea.

Methods: Through hierarchical multiple regression analysis of data from 1,287 ninth-grade multicultural adolescents from the Multicultural Youth Panel Survey (MAPS), the relationships among these variables were examined.

Results: The findings show that high acculturative stress is linked to lower achievement motivation. Notably, this decline is more significant when students perceive their mothers’ Korean language proficiency to be higher.

Discussion: These findings emphasize the need to critically reassess the effectiveness of current multicultural support policies, which are primarily centered on improving mothers’ language proficiency, to better ensure their effectiveness in addressing targeted challenges and achieving meaningful outcomes. Further research is needed to delve deeper into the dynamics of achievement motivation under conditions of high acculturative stress.
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Introduction

Over the recent decades, South Korea has undergone significant demographic shifts, characterized by a notable increase in its multicultural population, driven primarily by international marriages. In 2022, South Korea recorded 16,666 international marriages, a 27.2% increase from the previous year, representing 8.7% of total marriages (Statistic Korea, 2023). These unions, predominantly involving Korean husbands and immigrant wives, constituted 80.3% of international marriages (Ministry of Justice, 2024), with a significant proportion of immigrant wives originating from Vietnam (27.6%), China (19%), and Thailand (16.1%) (Statistic Korea, 2023). As a direct result, multicultural families are now an integral part of Korean society, with their children making up 3.5% (181,178) of the student population – a significant increase from 0.7% in 2012 (Statistic Korea, 2024). However, despite their growing numbers, students from multicultural families face critical educational disparities, including a lower college entrance rate of 40.5% compared to the national average of 71.5% (E-Daily, 2023), and a higher middle school dropout rate of 0.78%, compared to 0.54% for the overall student population (E-Daily, 2023). These disparities signal the urgent need for targeted interventions aimed at supporting the educational attainment and social integration of multicultural students in South Korea.

Central to addressing these educational disparities is the concept of achievement motivation, which is recognized as a key determinant of academic success. Achievement motivation refers to the interplay between energization, which drives individuals to pursue competence-related behaviors, and the direction of these efforts toward goal orientation (Elliot and Sommet, 2023). As such, numerous studies have established a direct correlation between high levels of achievement motivation and positive academic outcomes (Abd-El-Fattah and Patrick, 2011; Diseth and Kobbeltvedt, 2010; Park, 2017; Yeon and Choi, 2020). In the case of multicultural students in South Korea, however, achievement motivation is often undermined by a variety of socio-cultural factors, including acculturative stress, low self-esteem, limited Korean language proficiency, parenting effectiveness, a lack of social support and teacher-student relationship (Choi, 2022; Choi et al., 2023; Lee, 2019; Park, 2017; Park and Son, 2023). While these factors have been individually studied, the extent to which they interact to impact the achievement motivation of multicultural students in the Korean educational context requires further exploration.

Among the various factors influencing achievement motivation, acculturative stress has emerged as a critical variable that significantly affects the educational experiences of multicultural students. Acculturative stress is defined as the psychological strain experienced by individuals attempting to adapt to a new or dominant culture (Berry, 1997), and it is especially pronounced in societies like South Korea, where collectivist values heighten the pressure to conform (Shin et al., 2023). Research indicates that acculturative stress is strongly associated with negative outcomes, such as depression, suicidal ideation, substance use, social withdrawal, and impaired school adjustment (Hovey, 2000; Park and Shin, 2022; Shin and Stephenson, 2024; Soufi Amlashi et al., 2024; Yoon et al., 2020). For multicultural students in South Korea, these challenges not only hinder their academic performance but also erode their overall achievement motivation (Lee et al., 2020; Park and Son, 2023). Addressing acculturative stress, therefore, is essential for improving both the educational attainment and the emotional well-being of multicultural students in South Korea.

An important, yet underexplored, factor that may alleviate the impact of acculturative stress is the Korean language proficiency of immigrant mothers. Despite government policies promoting bilingualism (Ministry of Gender Equality and Family, 2023), Korean remains the dominant language within multicultural households, with many immigrant mothers prioritizing fluency in Korean as essential for their children’s success in both academic and social domains (Ministry of Gender Equality and Family, 2022). In her qualitative study, Park (2019) found that immigrant mothers view Korean proficiency not only as a crucial tool for supporting their children’s education but also as integral to their own sense of identity and role fulfilment as “good Korean mothers.” However, when mothers perceive their language skills to be inadequate, they often experience feelings of guilt and self-blame, further intensifying their efforts to master the language. This linguistic emphasis reflects the broader societal reality in South Korea, where multicultural children are at greater risk of exclusion and marginalization (Oh, 2014). Consequently, a mother’s Korean proficiency becomes a pivotal factor in her ability to engage meaningfully in her children’s academic development and socialization processes.

It is widely recognized that immigrant mothers’ proficiency in the Korean language plays a pivotal role in shaping their children’s developmental outcomes (Park, 2019) with empirical evidence from prior studies highlighting significant associations between immigrant mothers’ proficiency in Korean language skills and their children’s language development (Woo et al., 2009), increased self-esteem (Park, 2010), and improved parenting practices (Jung, 2013). However, there is limited empirical research examining the direct impact of mothers’ Korean language proficiency on children’s achievement motivation, leaving this critical area underexplored. Maternal involvement, particularly in the form of responsiveness and engagement, has been shown to positively influence children’s socio-emotional development, including their social interaction, initiative, and self-regulation (Lerner and Grolnick, 2020; Park, 2017). It is, therefore, reasonable to hypothesize that mothers with higher proficiency in Korean may be better equipped to navigate the school system, communicate effectively with teachers, and support their children’s learning. Understanding the relationship between maternal language proficiency and children’s academic achievement is, therefore, essential in bridging the gap in existing literature and informing policy efforts aimed at improving the educational success of multicultural students.

In light of the aforementioned challenges, this study examines the impact of acculturative stress on the achievement motivation of multicultural students in South Korea, focusing on the moderating role of mothers’ Korean language proficiency. Although previous research has examined the individual effects of acculturative stress and maternal language ability, less attention has been paid to how these two factors might interact. We posit that maternal Korean proficiency may moderate the relationship between acculturative stress and achievement motivation, such that the negative impact of stress is mitigated when mothers have strong language proficiency. While Park et al. (2023) primarily tested the mediating role of acculturative stress in the relationship between maternal Korean proficiency and children’s psychological well-being, their findings provide indirect support for the potential buffering role of maternal language ability. Given that maternal proficiency has been shown to reduce acculturative stress, which is an established negative predictor of various motivational and psychological outcomes, it is plausible to hypothesize that maternal language proficiency may also attenuate the adverse effects of acculturative stress on achievement motivation. In this context, maternal proficiency can serve as a protective factor, facilitating communication with schools, enabling access to institutional resources, and providing more effective emotional and academic support within the family.

By investigating these relationships, the study aims to offer empirical evidence to inform educational policies and intervention strategies that support the integration and success of students from multicultural families. Furthermore, this study addresses a critical gap by providing empirical validation of the effectiveness of Korean language education programs as part of multicultural support initiatives. By highlighting the dynamic interaction between acculturative stress and the linguistic environment in multicultural families, the study underscores the need for comprehensive support systems addressing both educational disparities and family dynamics. Finally, the findings are expected to offer valuable insights for designing interventions and policies to promote the academic and social success of multicultural students in South Korea.


Research aims

This study investigates the impact of acculturative stress on the achievement motivation of multicultural students in South Korea and aims to address the following research questions:


	1. How does acculturative stress negatively affect the achievement motivation of multicultural students in South Korea?

	2. How does immigrant mothers’ high proficiency in Korean moderate the relationship between acculturative stress and achievement motivation?





Multicultural students in South Korea

According to the Multicultural Families Support Act of South Korea, multicultural students in South Korea are defined as children from families in which one or both parents are foreign nationals or naturalized citizens. Unlike countries such as the United States, where multiculturalism is often embraced as part of a broader societal identity, South Korea has traditionally maintained a mono-ethnic and culturally homogeneous perspective. As a result, multicultural students in South Korea frequently face unique challenges, including language barriers, cultural adaptation, and social stigmatization (Kim and Kim, 2012; Kim and Seo, 2021; Lee et al., 2012). While multicultural students from immigrant backgrounds in the U.S. may benefit from established systems for bilingual education and cultural inclusion, those in South Korea often encounter limited institutional resources, with a heavy emphasis on Korean language proficiency as a prerequisite for integration (Hwang, 2018).

This policy-driven understanding of “multicultural” stands in contrast to how similar family structures are conceptualized in Western immigration literature. In those contexts, terms such as “mixed-nativity” or “cross-nativity” are commonly used to describe families in which the parents differ in nativity status, for example, one is native-born and the other is foreign-born. These terms are used to explore intergenerational differences, family dynamics, and assimilation trajectories (Pham and Altman, 2024). While conceptually related, the Korean term “multicultural” reflects state-led efforts to promote social cohesion and linguistic integration, rather than focusing solely on demographic distinctions or citizenship status. This distinction underscores the unique sociopolitical context in which multicultural students are situated in South Korea.

While the number of multicultural students has continued to grow, particularly in rural regions where international marriages are more prevalent, the country’s support system has struggled to keep pace. Various initiatives have been introduced, multicultural family support centers, Korean language programs, and after-school services aimed at promoting students’ academic and social development. However, significant gaps remain in addressing systemic issues, such as the cultural biases in the education system and the lack of comprehensive support for dual cultural identities (Oh, 2018). This underscores the need to explore how factors like acculturative stress and mothers’ Korean language proficiency influence multicultural students’ achievement motivation, thereby informing more effective policies and interventions to support their integration and success.




Methods


Participants

Data from the Multicultural Adolescents Panel Survey (MAPS), launched in 2011, was employed in this study. This ongoing longitudinal follow-up study is conducted annually by the National Youth Policy Institute (NYPI) in South Korea. The primary aim of MAPS is to understand the developmental characteristics of students from multicultural families in South Korea and to provide tailored policy support for this demographic. The survey began with students in the fourth grade (approximately 9 to 10 years old) and is scheduled to continue through 2025, when participants will be 23 or 24 years old. This study specifically utilized data from the 6th wave of the survey, conducted in 2016, when participants were in the ninth-grade, the final year of compulsory education in South Korea. This point in the educational trajectory is significant, as students begin to make critical decisions about their future schooling, such as high school placement. Given the developmental importance of this transitional period, ninth-grade was selected as the focal point for analyzing students’ academic motivation.

MAPS data are collected by NYPI in collaboration with local schools, using a stratified sampling framework based on school size and region. Participants were recruited through school administrators, with informed consent obtained from both students and their caregivers. The initial panel consisted of 4,452 fourth-grade students from multicultural families across 2,537 elementary schools nationwide. The sampling procedure was conducted in two stages: schools were first selected using stratified random sampling by region, and then probability proportional to size (PPS) sampling was applied to increase the likelihood of selecting schools with a larger number of multicultural students, thereby ensuring a self-weighted sample. Within each selected school, all eligible students were included in the study in principle. Based on statistical precision and available resources, the target sample was set at 1,600 adolescents and their respective parents, with an overall sampling rate of 35.9%. While the sampling strategy ensured broad national coverage, it was not designed to match the exact demographic distribution of multicultural families by maternal nationality. This characteristic of the sample should be considered when interpreting the contextual boundaries of the findings.

The survey is primarily conducted through Computer-Assisted Personal Interviewing (CAPI), although Paper-and-Pencil Interviewing (PAPI) was used in households that declined CAPI. Retention efforts, including regular follow-up contacts and small incentives, have contributed to maintaining a relatively stable sample across survey waves. Although some attrition occurred due to school transfers, relocation, or withdrawal of consent, the attrition rate remained low. According to NYPI documentation, data processing involves systematic cleaning procedures that address input errors, missing values, and logical inconsistencies. Given the paired nature of data collection from both students and their parents, NYPI conducts both cross-sectional and longitudinal data cleaning, linking student, household, and parental records across waves. Although specific imputation methods are not detailed in public documentation, the released data reflect robust quality control and validation procedures that enhance data reliability and usability.

A total of 1,329 students participated in the 6th wave of the survey. Forty-two students with Korean mothers were excluded from the analysis due to the focus on maternal Korean language proficiency as a key variable. Consequently, the final analytic sample consisted of 1,287 students, including 635 boys (49.3%) and 652 girls (50.7%). The demographic composition of the sample included 456 (35.4%) students whose mothers were Japanese, 343 (26.7%) with Filipina mothers, 336 (26.1%) with Chinese (including Korean Chinese) mothers, 51 (4.0%) with Thai mothers, 34 (2.6%) with Vietnamese mothers, and 67 (5.2%) with mothers from other countries. Most participants, approximately 664 (51.6%), perceived their family’s socioeconomic status as difficult or extremely difficult. Additionally, 328 (25.5%) of the participants resided in major cities, 581 (45.1%) in small and medium-sized cities, and 378 (29.4%) in rural areas. This rigorous sampling and data collection methodology ensure the robustness and reliability of the findings, providing a comprehensive understanding of the targeted population.



Measure


Achievement motivation

Achievement motivation was assessed using eight items adapted from Yu and Yang (1994), with modifications made to align the items with the South Korean learning context. A sample item includes, “I try my best to achieve the academic goals that I set.” Each item was rated on a 4-point Likert-type scale ranging from 1 (not at all) to 4 (very much so), with higher scores indicating a higher level of achievement motivation. The Cronbach’s alpha coefficient for the total scale was 0.89, demonstrating strong internal consistency.



Acculturative stress

In the national MAPS dataset, acculturative stress was assessed with a 10-item scale adapted from the Acculturative Stress Scale for International Students (ASSIS; Sandhu and Asrabadi, 1994) by the National Youth Policy Institute (NYPI). The items were primarily drawn from the Perceived Discrimination and Perceived Hate and Rejection subscales. They were systematically adapted by NYPI to the Korean school context by rephrasing items to reflect parental nativity and culture-specific experiences, omitting less salient items, and adding a small number of context-specific items (e.g., limited Korean proficiency). We employed the instrument in the form provided by NYPI, without additional modification or item reduction. Examples of these items include: “I do not want to attend school because my parents are not from Korea,” “I feel stressed living in Korea,” “I am stressed because of my limited proficiency in Korean,” “I feel pressured by those around me to conform to Korean cultural norms,” and “Korean people are causing distress to my family.” Each item was rated on a 4-point Likert-type scale (1 = not at all, 4 = very much so), with higher scores indicating greater acculturative stress. The Cronbach’s alpha coefficient for the total scale was 0.76, indicating acceptable internal consistency. The full Korean wording of the MAPS items cannot be reproduced in this manuscript, but it is available to qualified researchers upon request from NYPI.



Mothers’ Korean language proficiency

Immigrant mothers’ proficiency in speaking, writing, reading, and listening to Korean was assessed using items adapted from the Children of Immigrants Longitudinal Study (CILS) by Portes and Rumbaut (2018). The items were tailored to assess Korean language usage specifically in the context of South Korea, with responses rated on a 4-point Likert-type scale ranging from 1 (not at all) to 4 (very much so). Higher scores corresponded to greater proficiency in the Korean language. The Cronbach’s alpha coefficient for the total scale was 0.91, indicating excellent internal consistency.




Control variables

We incorporated several control variables into our regression model to account for factors influencing acculturative stress, mothers’ Korean language proficiency, and achievement motivation. These variables include gender, perceived socioeconomic status, maternal age, maternal educational attainment, maternal employment status, maternal nationality, students’ region of residence, and parental marital status. Gender (Qin, 2006) and parental socioeconomic status (Hwang and Joo, 2022) have been identified as significant determinants of multicultural adolescents’ achievement motivation, while maternal demographic characteristics and marital status may affect mothers’ language proficiency and involvement with their children. Additionally, region of residence is associated with the social–emotional development of students from multicultural families (Han et al., 2014). These variables were carefully selected to ensure a robust analysis of the primary relationships in the study.



Data analysis

The Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS) version 20.0 was employed to conduct the analysis. Missing values were less than 1.5% across all items used. Correlational coefficients among the variables, as well as means and standard deviations, were calculated to provide descriptive information about the data. Skewness and kurtosis were assessed to verify the assumption of normality. All key constructs, including achievement motivation, acculturative stress, and mothers’ Korean language proficiency, were measured using multiple items. Each variable was operationalized as a mean composite score of its respective items, and these composite scores were used in the regression analyses.

To examine the hypothesized interaction between acculturative stress and mothers’ Korean language proficiency on students’ achievement motivation, we conducted a hierarchical multiple regression (HMR) analysis. HMR was selected to control for confounding influences from students’ demographic and family background variables, allowing us to determine the unique contribution of the main theoretical predictors. By entering demographic controls in the first step and the theoretical variables in subsequent steps, this method provides a clear view of the added explanatory power (ΔR2) attributable to acculturative stress, mothers’ Korean proficiency, and their interaction.

In Step 1, the model included gender, perceived socioeconomic status, maternal age, maternal educational completion status, maternal employment status, maternal nationality, students’ region of residence, and parental marital status as control variables. In Steps 2 through 4, acculturative stress, mothers’ Korean language proficiency, and their interaction term were entered sequentially. Prior to creating the interaction term, the two continuous predictors were mean-centered to minimize multicollinearity (Aiken and West, 1991). When the interaction effect was significant, we plotted the graph using mothers’ Korean language proficiency values that were one standard deviation above (+1 SD) and below (−1 SD) the mean. We also tested the statistical significance of the regression coefficient for each slope (Aiken and West, 1991).




Results


Descriptive statistics and correlations

The results of the descriptive statistics and partial correlations in this study, as shown in Table 1, revealed significant relationships among students’ perceptions of acculturative stress, their mothers’ Korean language proficiency, and their own achievement motivation. Acculturative stress had a mean of 1.42 (SD = 0.33), while perceived mothers’ Korean language proficiency and students’ achievement motivation had means of 3.25 (SD = 0.55) and 3.06 (SD = 0.47), respectively. The skewness of the variables ranged from −0.02 to 1.40, while the kurtosis values ranged from −0.77 to 3.94. Since the absolute values of skewness and kurtosis were below 3.0 and 10.0 respectively, the data were assumed to follow a normal distribution (Kline, 2010). The partial correlation analysis, after controlling for the effects of gender, perceived socioeconomic status, maternal age, maternal educational completion status, maternal employment status, maternal nationality, students’ region of residence, and parental marital status, revealed that higher acculturative stress was significantly associated with lower perceived maternal Korean language proficiency (r = −0.14, p < 0.01) and lower achievement motivation (r = −0.18, p < 0.01). Conversely, higher perceived mothers’ Korean language proficiency was significantly related to higher achievement motivation (r = 0.20, p < 0.01). These findings highlight significant relationships among acculturative stress, perceived language proficiency, and achievement motivation, underscoring the potential interactive dynamics among these variables.


TABLE 1 Summary of partial correlations, means, and standard deviations for observed variables.


	Variable
	1
	2
	3

 

 	1. 	Mothers’ Korean language proficiency 	- 	 	


 	2. 	Acculturative stress 	−0.14** 	- 	


 	3. 	Achievement motivation 	0.20** 	−0.18** 	-


 	
M
 	3.25 	1.42 	3.06


 	
SD
 	0.55 	0.33 	0.47


 	Skewness 	−0.02 	1.40 	−0.04


 	Kurtosis 	−0.77 	3.94 	0.63





N = 1,256. The variables for mothers’ Korean language proficiency, acculturative stress, and academic motivation were measured using a four-point response scale, ranging from 1 (not at all) to 4 (very much so). **p < 0.01.
 



Hierarchical regression analysis

We performed a hierarchical regression analysis to predict achievement motivation based on control variables, acculturative stress, and mothers’ Korean language proficiency. Table 2 provides the standardized regression coefficients (βs), R2, change in R2 for each model, and 95% confidence intervals. When the interaction effect was significant, an interaction graph was plotted to illustrate the moderation effect. This graph depicted mothers’ Korean language proficiency at one standard deviation above the mean (+1 SD) and one standard deviation below the mean (−1 SD).


TABLE 2 Hierarchical multiple regression analysis examining interaction between acculturative stress and mothers’ Korean language proficiency on achievement motivation.


	Predictor
	Achievement motivation



	B
	β
	ΔR2
	95% CI



	LL
	UL

 

 	Step 1 	 	 	0.026*** 	 	


 	Gender 	0.009 	0.01 	 	−0.042 	0.061


 	Perceived socioeconomic status 	0.042 	0.066* 	 	0.006 	0.077


 	Maternal age 	−0.003 	−0.034 	−0.008 	0.002


 	Maternal educational completion status 	0.075 	0.143*** 	0.044 	0.105


 	Maternal employment status 	0.004 	0.028 	−0.004 	0.011


 	Maternal nationality 	−0.012 	−0.041


 	−0.030 	0.005


 	Students’ region of residence 	−0.006 	−0.009


 	−0.041 	0.029


 	Parental marital status 	−0.021 	−0.028 	−0.062 	0.021


 	Step 2 	 	 	0.031*** 	 	


 	Acculturative stress 	−0.259 	−0.178*** 	 	−0.337 	−0.180


 	Step 3 	 	 	0.030*** 	 	


 	Mothers’ Korean language proficiency 	0.156 	0.183*** 	 	0.109 	0.204


 	Step 4 	 	 	0.004* 	 	


 	Acculturative stress x Mothers’ Korean language proficiency 	−0.160 	−0.063* 	 	−0.298 	−0.021


 	Total R2 	0.091*** 	 	 	 	


 	
N
 	1,265 	 	 	 	





*p < 0.05. **p < 0.01. ***p < 0.001.
 

In Step 1, gender, perceived socioeconomic status, maternal age, maternal educational completion status, maternal employment status, maternal nationality, students’ region of residence, and parental marital status explained a significant portion of the variance in achievement motivation (ΔR2 = 0.026, p < 0.001). Perceived socioeconomic status (β = 0.066, p < 0.05) and maternal educational completion status (β = 0.066, p < 0.05) were significant predictors of achievement motivation among students from multicultural backgrounds, while the remaining control variables were not significantly related. In Step 2, acculturative stress was added and accounted for a significant additional variance in achievement motivation (ΔR2 = 0.031, p < 0.001), with a significant negative relationship to achievement motivation (β = −0.179, p < 0.001). In Step 3, mothers’ Korean language proficiency was included and significantly explained further variance in achievement motivation (ΔR2 = 0.030, p < 0.001), showing a significant positive relationship to achievement motivation (β = 0.183, p < 0.001). The interaction between acculturative stress and mothers’ Korean language proficiency also significantly contributed to the variance explained (ΔR2 = 0.004, p < 0.05).

Figure 1 illustrates the predictive pattern of acculturative stress on achievement motivation at different levels of mothers’ Korean language proficiency (±1 SD). The interaction graph illustrates that significant relationships between acculturative stress and achievement motivation were present for students with both high and low levels of mothers’ Korean language proficiency (p < 0.05). The graph indicates that students experience lower achievement motivation when they encounter high acculturative stress, and this decline is more pronounced when they perceive their mothers’ Korean language proficiency to be higher. Simple slope tests confirmed that the negative slope was steeper at high maternal proficiency, highlighting an exacerbation rather than a buffering effect.

[image: Line graph illustrating the relationship between acculturative stress and achievement motivation. Two lines represent the levels of mothers’ Korean language proficiency, with a dashed line for low proficiency and a solid line for high proficiency. Both lines indicate a gradual decrease in achievement motivation as acculturative stress increases, with the decline being more pronounced when mothers’ proficiency is high. The graph highlights the interaction effect, showing that students’ achievement motivation is particularly lower under high acculturative stress combined with high maternal language proficiency.]

FIGURE 1
 Relationship of acculturative stress with achievement motivation at different levels of mothers’ Korean language proficiency, Note. Solid line represents high maternal proficiency (+1 SD); dashed line represents low maternal proficiency (−1 SD).





Discussion

This study analyzed data from the 6th wave of the 2011 Multicultural Adolescents Panel Survey (MAPS) to examine the impact of acculturative stress and mothers’ Korean language proficiency on the achievement motivation of 9th grade multicultural students in South Korea. Additionally, the study investigated whether the Korean language proficiency of immigrant mothers moderates the effect of acculturative stress on achievement motivation. The findings provide critical insights into practical interventions to foster academic success and adaptation of multicultural students in South Korea.

This study confirmed that high levels of acculturative stress among students are significantly associated with low achievement motivation. This finding is consistent with previous research highlighting the role of mediating factors such as depression, social withdrawal, and self-esteem in linking acculturative stress to diminish achievement motivation (Lee et al., 2020; Park and Son, 2023). Moreover, these results reinforce existing evidence that acculturative stress adversely affects not only the mental health of students from multicultural backgrounds (e.g., Hovey, 2000) but also their academic performance. These findings emphasize the need for policymakers and educators to develop and implement targeted interventions that alleviate acculturative stress and foster academic success among multicultural students. For instance, the government could initiate nationwide research to investigate the underlying factors contributing to acculturative stress among multicultural students. At the same time, educators can cultivate an inclusive and non-discriminatory classroom environment that fosters a sense of belonging and psychological safety. Such efforts may help multicultural students develop a positive self-concept, thereby enhancing their academic motivation within the school context.

The relationship between acculturative stress and the achievement motivation of multicultural students differs significantly depending on their mothers’ Korean language proficiency. Students whose mothers have high Korean proficiency tend to exhibit higher achievement motivation when acculturative stress is low. However, as acculturative stress increases, their motivation declines more sharply compared to students whose mothers have low proficiency. In contrast, students with mothers of low Korean proficiency experience a more gradual decrease in achievement motivation as acculturative stress rises. These findings indicate that while higher maternal language proficiency is linked to greater achievement motivation under favorable conditions, it also seems to heighten students’ sensitivity to the negative effects of acculturative stress. In this sense, high maternal proficiency creates a vulnerability rather than a buffer, as achievement motivation begins from a higher baseline but drops more steeply under high stress. Thus, maternal proficiency functions less as a buffering factor and more as an exacerbating factor, accelerating the decline in achievement motivation under high stress.

These results partially align with previous Korean studies that emphasize the positive impact of immigrant mothers’ Korean language proficiency on their children’s development. For example, earlier research indicates that immigrant mothers’ proficiency in Korean is linked to greater involvement in their children’s school activities (Yu, 2020) and higher levels of self-esteem in their children (Park, 2010; Park, 2022), both of which significantly contribute to improved academic achievement (Lim, 2021). However, the present findings indicate that these advantages dissipate under high acculturative stress, revealing an exacerbation effect rather than a buffering effect.

This unexpected result could be attributed to developmental shifts in the roles of significant social agents in the lives of multicultural children, particularly in vulnerable situations. As children mature, peers often take on a more prominent role in fostering achievement motivation. Recent research supports this perspective, showing that peer support can mitigate the impact of acculturative stress on social withdrawal (Mo, 2018) and facilitate school adjustment by alleviating acculturative stress among multicultural students (Yu and Hwang, 2024). At the same time, the findings may also reflect the possibility that immigrant mothers’ fluency in Korean contributes to overprotective parenting behaviors (Jung, 2013). In such cases, immigrant mothers may become less influential as social agents, with their fluency in Korean potentially being perceived by their children as a source of stress, akin to excessive control or nagging. While these explanations are plausible, they remain speculative and should be interpreted with caution. Future qualitative research will be necessary to explore these underlying dynamics more fully. These findings point to a complex interaction between social influences and achievement motivation under high acculturative stress, underscoring the need for further research to explore these dynamics in the context of multicultural families.

In addition to building on these interpretations, our findings can also be understood through the lens of the acculturation gap-distress model, which emphasizes that conflicts may arise when parents and children adapt to the host culture at different rates (Telzer, 2010). Empirical evidence demonstrates that intergenerational cultural dissonance is associated with heightened parent–child conflict, weakened bonding, and subsequent problem behaviors among youth (Choi et al., 2008). In this regard, a mother’s relatively rapid acquisition of host language proficiency could be experienced by adolescents as an increased sense of cultural distance, potentially contributing to relational tension and challenges in school adjustment. From the perspective of self-determination theory (Deci and Ryan, 2000), such dynamics may place adolescents’ basic psychological needs for autonomy and competence at risk. For instance, when mothers assume more dominant roles in communication and social navigation, students may perceive a reduced sense of autonomy or competence, which could in turn weaken their motivation, particularly under stress. Related work on parental involvement suggests that discrepancies between parental orientations and adolescents’ developmental needs may hinder adjustment; for example, restrictive parental management of peer relationships in Mexican American families has been linked to less adaptive peer affiliations (Updegraff et al., 2010). Taken together, these studies highlight that mismatches in cultural adaptation or parental involvement, while not uniform in their effects, may contribute to tensions that challenge adolescents’ well-being and academic engagement.

These findings underscore the need to reconsider the scope of multicultural family support services provided by the Ministry of Gender Equality and Family in South Korea. While initiatives such as free Korean language courses for immigrant mothers have been effective, particularly in enhancing parental involvement in education and promoting the academic success of multicultural students, there is an increasing need to expand these services to address more complex and multifaceted challenges. For example, multicultural family support centers could develop parent education programs aimed at strengthening immigrant mothers’ parenting self-efficacy. Specifically, psychological education initiatives could help mothers better understand the acculturation process and adopt effective strategies to support their children in managing elevated levels of acculturative stress. In addition, centers could offer integrated programs that actively engage both parents and children.

Crucially, given that high levels of Korean language proficiency among mothers do not mitigate the adverse impact of acculturative stress on children’s academic motivation, it is essential to move beyond individual-level support. Interventions should also address the relational dynamics within the parent–child dyad. In this regard, interaction-focused programs, such as family counselling designed to promote mutual understanding and communication, may be particularly effective in fostering the academic adjustment of multicultural students. Notably, although educational and career counselling services are available at the local government level for multicultural students, recent research indicates that these services are not particularly effective for ninth-grade students (Ahn et al., 2024). This suggests that current programs do not adequately address the psychological stress and family dynamics that are critical for successful adaptation. Therefore, based on the findings of this study, it is imperative to diversify and tailor multicultural family support services to reflect the developmental stages and contextual needs of all family members, thereby ensuring more comprehensive and effective support for adaptation and academic success.

Despite its contribution, this study has several limitations. First, it relied on students’ perceptions of their mothers’ Korean language fluency as a proxy for actual proficiency. Although such perception-based measures reflect students’ lived experiences, they are susceptible to reporting bias and may diverge from objective assessments. In particular, adolescents experiencing higher levels of acculturative stress may underestimate parental support or misjudge maternal fluency, which could bias the observed moderation effect. At the same time, perception based ratings are widely used in developmental and acculturation research because they capture the adolescent’s subjective reality, which is often the most proximal driver of motivation and adjustment (e.g., Choi et al., 2008; Telzer, 2010). Future studies may benefit from incorporating both self-report and direct proficiency measures to enhance construct validity. Second, participants came from various multicultural backgrounds based on maternal nationality, but the present analysis did not fully capture subgroup-specific differences. Cultural, linguistic, and migration-related dynamics may influence how acculturative stress and academic motivation manifest across different ethnic groups. Future research should incorporate subgroup analyses to better account for this heterogeneity.

Third, although the MAPS dataset was constructed using stratified and probability proportional to size (PPS) sampling methods, the design aimed to increase multicultural representation rather than mirror national demographic proportions. As a result, certain groups such as students with Japanese or Filipina mothers are overrepresented, while others (e.g., Vietnamese or Central Asian families) are underrepresented. This sampling imbalance may affect the generalizability of findings to Korea’s broader multicultural youth population. Future research could mitigate this issue through weighted modeling or more inclusive sampling approaches. Fourth, achievement motivation tended to be domain-specific, meaning that students may exhibit varying levels of motivation depending on the subject area (e.g., mathematics, language arts) or task type (e.g., academic vs. extracurricular activities). This study, however, employed a domain-general measure, which may not fully capture such contextual differences.

Fifth, social context may shape the main effects. For example, multicultural youth from regions with higher proportions of multicultural populations, or from schools with stronger academic performance, may exhibit different patterns compared to those in less favorable contexts. Although this study included control variables to address contextual influences, they were insufficient to fully capture these effects. Future research should account for the clustered nature of multicultural youth data, either by testing moderation effects of social context or by applying hierarchical linear modelling (HLM), which may uncover more nuanced interactions.

Sixth, previous studies have identified gender differences in achievement motivation (e.g., Maheswari and Aruna, 2016; Shekhar and Devi, 2012). Although the present study treated gender as a control variable to account for its effects, future research should examine potential interactions between gender and the variables of interest. Finally, because some acculturative stress items are sensitive (e.g., school avoidance attributed to parent nativity), responses may be affected by social desirability bias despite standardized administration and confidentiality assurances. This possibility should be taken into account when interpreting self-reported stress levels. Therefore, caution is warranted in interpreting the results, and future studies should consider using domain-specific instruments to provide more nuanced insights.

In this study, we examined the relationship between acculturative stress and achievement motivation, particularly focusing on the role of mothers’ Korean language proficiency for multicultural students in South Korea. To our knowledge, this is the first study to explore the dual effects of mothers’ Korean language proficiency and its critical role in the development of multicultural students. The results indicate that multicultural students interpret their mothers’ proficiency differently depending on their levels of acculturative stress. When students experience low levels of stress in adjusting to different cultures, they perceive their mothers’ language proficiency as beneficial for enhancing their achievement motivation. In contrast, when they experience high levels of stress, they perceive their mothers’ language proficiency as an additional burden. The findings indicate that in vulnerable situations, protective factors such as mothers’ Korean proficiency may not sufficiently buffer against academic challenges. This points to the need for further research examining the conditional effectiveness of such factors.



Data availability statement

Publicly available datasets were analyzed in this study. This data can be found at: https://www.nypi.re.kr/archive/board?menuId=MENU00221. Further inquiries can be directed to the corresponding author.



Ethics statement

Ethical approval was not required for this study because the analysis was conducted using secondary data obtained from the Multicultural Youth Panel Survey (MAPS), which is managed and distributed by the national survey administrators. The dataset is publicly available and anonymized. Written informed consent for participation in this survey had already been obtained by the survey administrators from the participants’ legal guardians/next of kin.



Author contributions

YJ: Conceptualization, Methodology, Formal analysis, Data curation, Writing – original draft, Writing – review & editing. HA: Conceptualization, Methodology, Formal analysis, Data curation, Writing – original draft, Writing – review & editing.



Funding

The author(s) declare that no financial support was received for the research and/or publication of this article.



Conflict of interest

The authors declare that the research was conducted in the absence of any commercial or financial relationships that could be construed as a potential conflict of interest.



Generative AI statement

The authors declare that no Gen AI was used in the creation of this manuscript.

Any alternative text (alt text) provided alongside figures in this article has been generated by Frontiers with the support of artificial intelligence and reasonable efforts have been made to ensure accuracy, including review by the authors wherever possible. If you identify any issues, please contact us.



Publisher’s note

All claims expressed in this article are solely those of the authors and do not necessarily represent those of their affiliated organizations, or those of the publisher, the editors and the reviewers. Any product that may be evaluated in this article, or claim that may be made by its manufacturer, is not guaranteed or endorsed by the publisher.



References
	 Abd-El-Fattah, S. M., and Patrick, R. R. (2011). The relationship among achievement motivation orientations, achievement goals, and academic achievement and interest: a multiple mediation analysis. Austr. J. Educ. Dev. Psychol. 11, 91–110.

	 Ahn, H. S., Lee, J., and Jin, Y. (2024). The effects of multicultural family support services on the longitudinal changes of acculturative stress, peer relations, and school adjustment. Front. Psychol. 14:1301294. doi: 10.3389/fpsyg.2023.1301294 
	 Aiken, L. S., and West, S. G. (1991). Multiple regression: Testing and interactions. Newbury Park, CA: Sage.

	 Berry, J. W. (1997). Immigration, acculturation, and adaptation. Appl. Psychol. Int. Rev. 46, 5–34. doi: 10.1111/j.1464-0597.1997.tb01087.x 
	 Choi, H. (2022). The impact of multicultural adolescents’ Korean ability on achievement motivation: mediating effect of academic adaptation. Multicult. Educ. Stud. 15, 1–20. doi: 10.14328/MES.2022.3.31.1

	 Choi, Y., He, M., and Harachi, T. W. (2008). Intergenerational cultural dissonance, parent-child conflict and bonding, and youth problem behaviors among Vietnamese and Cambodian immigrant families. J. Youth Adolesc. 37, 85–96. doi: 10.1007/s10964-007-9217-z 
	 Choi, S., Jin, J., and Yoo, S. (2023). Factors influencing on the achievement motivation of adolescents in multicultural families: focusing on the impact of social supports. J. Korean Soc. Child Welfare 72, 105–131. doi: 10.24300/jkscw.2023.06.72.2.105

	 Deci, E. L., and Ryan, R. M. (2000). The “what” and “why” of goal pursuits: human needs and the self-determination of behavior. Psychol. Inq. 11, 227–268. doi: 10.1207/S15327965PLI1104_01

	 Diseth, Å., and Kobbeltvedt, T. (2010). A mediation analysis of achievement motives, goals, learning strategies, and academic achievement. Br. J. Educ. Psychol. 80, 671–687. doi: 10.1348/000709910X492432 
	 E-Daily
. (2023). Only 4 out of 10 multicultural students pursue higher education due to income levels. Available online at: https://m.edaily.co.kr/News/Read?newsId=02594486635777184&mediaCodeNo=257 (Accessed July 15 2024).

	 Elliot, A. J., and Sommet, N. (2023). Integration in the achievement motivation literature and the hierarchical model of achievement motivation. Educ. Psychol. Rev. 35:77. doi: 10.1007/s10648-023-09785-7

	 Han, Y. S., Kim, B. Y., and Jeon, S. A. (2014). Moderating role of highly-concentrated multicultural neighbourhoods in the relationship between individual-family factors and multicultural acceptability. Korean Youth Res. Assoc. 21, 97–125.

	 Hovey, J. D. (2000). Acculturative stress, depression, and suicidal ideation in Mexican immigrants. Cult. Divers. Ethn. Minor. Psychol. 6:134. doi: 10.1037/1099-9809.6.2.134

	 Hwang, S. S. (2018). A qualitative study of children' bilingual use in multicultural families in Korea. J. Speech Lang. Hear. Disord. 27, 99–113. doi: 10.15724/jslhd.2018.27.1.008

	 Hwang, H. B., and Joo, E. S. (2022). The effect of parental socioeconomic status on achievement motivation of adolescents in multicultural family: focused on the mediation of mother’s acculturative stress and parental support. J. Soc. Sci. 61, 165–192. doi: 10.22418/JSS.2022.8.61.2.165

	 Jung, S. Y. (2013). The effects of Korean language levels and years of residence in Korea on the parenting behaviors of marriage-immigrant mothers: focusing on the mediation roles of parenting knowledge and acculturation patterns. Korean J. Child Stud. 34, 43–61.

	 Kim, E. G., and Kim, J. N. (2012). The relationships between multi-cultural adolescents’ acculturation stress and psycho-social adjustment: the mediating effect of ego-identity and the moderating effect of perceived social support. Multicul. Educ. Stud. 9, 21–43. doi: 10.14328/MES.2016.12.31.21

	 Kim, D., and Seo, E. (2021). Effects of discrimination experiences of multicultural adolescents on school adjustment: focusing on the classification of discriminating agent. Soc. Stud. Educ. 60, 169–183.

	 Kline, R. B. (2010). Principles and practice of structural equation Modeling. 3rd Edn. New York, NY: Guilford Press.

	 Lee, H. H. (2019). A longitudinal study on the parenting effectiveness of multicultural families and self-esteem and achievement motivation of multicultural adolescents: verification of autoregressive cross-lagged model. J. Korea Soc. Comput. Inform. 24, 209–218.

	 Lee, R. H., Chae, H. S., and Oh, C. M. (2020). The dual mediating effect of depression and social withdrawal in the association between acculturation stress and achievement motivation among multicultural adolescents. J. Sch. Soc. Work 49, 1–24. doi: 10.20993/jSSW.49.1

	 Lee, D. S., Kim, Y. C., and Hwang, C. H. (2012). Life and education of children of multicultural families: reconstructing life historic voices. Multicult. Educ. Stud. 5, 137–154.

	 Lerner, R. E., and Grolnick, W. S. (2020). Maternal involvement and children’s academic motivation and achievement: the roles of maternal autonomy support and children’s affect. Motiv. Emot. 44, 373–388. doi: 10.1007/s11031-019-09813-6

	 Lim, J. (2021). The effect of mother’s Korean ability on multicultural adolescents’ academic achievement and the mediating effects of their self-esteem. Multicult. Educ. Stud. 14, 47–66. doi: 10.14328/MES.2021.9.30.47

	 Maheswari, K. K., and Aruna, M. (2016). Gender difference and achievement motivation among adolescent school students. Int. J. Appl. Res. 2, 149–152.

	 Ministry of Gender Equality and Family
. (2022). 2021 National Survey on multicultural families. Available online: at https://www.mogef.go.kr/mp/pcd/mp_pcd_s001d.do?mid=plc503&bbtSn=704929 (Accessed July 15, 2024).

	 Ministry of Gender Equality and Family
. (2023). Multicultural family children as bilingual talents. Available online at: https://www.mogef.go.kr/nw/rpd/nw_rpd_s001d.do?mid=news405&bbtSn=709434 (Accessed July 15, 2024).

	 Ministry of Justice
. (2024). Monthly report on immigration policies and foreigners' statistics for February 2024. Available online at: https://www.immigration.go.kr/immigration/1569/subview.do;jsessionid=sXLve9DLFNGAcTyebCGDk0qqqaiN65yUdF_t1Qs0.wizard-19-7p5ck?enc=Zm5jdDF8QEB8JTJGYmJzJTJGaW1taWdyYXRpb24lMkYyMjclMkY1ODExNTMlMkZhcnRjbFZpZXcuZG8lM0Y%3D (Accessed July 15, 2024)

	 Mo, S. (2018). Influences of acculturation stress and social support on social withdrawal of multicultural adolescents: moderating effects of teacher and peer-friend factors. Forum For Youth Culture 54, 67–93. doi: 10.17854/ffyc.2018.04.54.67

	 Oh, I. (2014). Relations between school bullying victimization and psychological problems among students from multicultural families: a focus on mediation effect of psychological well-being. Asian J. Educ. 15, 219–238.

	 Oh, Y. J. (2018). Role of multicultural family support center for school adaptation of elementary school children of multicultural families. Cult Exchange Multicult. Educ. 7, 79–99.

	 Park, M. (2010). Mothers’ Korean proficiency and children’s self-esteem in multi-cultural families. Health Soc. Welf. Rev. 30, 193–218. doi: 10.15709/hswr.2010.30.2.193

	 Park, M. (2017). The effect of the maternal responsive interaction on the socio-emotional behavior of 5-years old children. J. Child Educ. 26, 213–229. doi: 10.17643/KJCE.2017.26.1.11

	 Park, M. (2019). Challenges of maintaining the mother’s language: marriage-migrants and their mixed-heritage children in South Korea. Lang. Educ. 33, 431–444. doi: 10.1080/09500782.2019.1582662

	 Park, H. (2022). Effects of Korean language efficacy of mothers of multicultural families on their children’s self-esteem. J. Cult. Exchange 1, 143–167. doi: 10.30974/kaice.2022.11.1.7

	 Park, H., Park, G.-R., and Kim, J. (2023). A longitudinal study of immigrant mothers’ destination-language proficiency and their children’s psychological well-being: evidence and mechanisms from a study in South Korea. Soc. Sci. Med. 337:116300. doi: 10.1016/j.socscimed.2023.116300

	 Park, D., and Shin, T. (2022). Analysis of cause and effect transitions of acculturation stress, social withdrawal, and depression among multicultural adolescents. J. Youth Stud. 29, 275–308. doi: 10.21509/KJYS.2022.07.29.7.275

	 Park, J. S., and Son, Y. J. (2023). Mediating effect of self-esteem on relationship between cultural adaptation stress and achievement motivation in adolescents from multicultural families. J. Korean Acad. Psychiatr. Mental Health 32, 25–33. doi: 10.12934/jkpmhn.2023.32.1.25

	 Pham, L., and Altman, C. (2024). An analysis of individual, parental, and family determinants of gifted placement among children of immigrants – evidence from the 2014 SIPP data. J. Child Fam. Stud. 33, 2297–2309. doi: 10.1007/s10826-024-02802-5

	 Portes, A., and Rumbaut, R. G. (2018). Children of immigrants longitudinal study (CILS), San Diego, California, ft. Lauderdale and Miami, Florida, 1991-2006. San Diego: Inter-university Consortium for Political and Social Research.

	 Qin, D. B. (2006). The role of gender in immigrant children’s educational adaptation. Curr. Issues Comp. Educ. 9, 8–19.

	 Sandhu, D. S., and Asrabadi, B. R. (1994). Development of an acculturative stress scale for international students: preliminary findings. Psychol. Rep. 75, 435–448. doi: 10.2466/pr0.1994.75.1.435

	 Shekhar, C., and Devi, R. (2012). Achievement motivation across gender and different academic majors. J. Educ. Dev. Psychol. 2, 105–109. doi: 10.5539/jedp.v2n2p105

	 Shin, H., Shim, A., and Jeong, S. (2023). A systemic review on acculturative stress of multicultural adolescents living in South Korea. Multicult. Child Youth Stud. 8, 55–84. doi: 10.56023/mcyca.2023.8.1.3

	 Shin, Y., and Stephenson, M. (2024). Effects of acculturation stress and identity gaps on Mexican-heritage adolescent depressive symptoms and substance use behavior. Commun. Monogr. 91, 611–629. doi: 10.1080/03637751.2024.2320894 
	 Soufi Amlashi, R., Majzoobi, M., and Forstmeier, S. (2024). The relationship between acculturative stress and psychological outcomes in international students: a systematic review and meta-analysis. Front. Psychol. 15:1403807. doi: 10.3389/fpsyg.2024.1403807 
	 Statistic Korea
. (2023). Current status of international marriages. Available online at: https://www.index.go.kr/unity/potal/main/EachDtlPageDetail.do?idx_cd=2430 (Accessed July 15, 2024).

	 Statistic Korea
. (2024). Proportion of multicultural students. Available online at: https://www.index.go.kr/unity/potal/indicator/IndexInfo.do?cdNo=2&clasCd=10&idxCd=F0084 (Accessed July 15, 2024)

	 Telzer, E. H. (2010). Expanding the acculturation gap-distress model: an integrative review of research. Hum. Dev. 53, 313–340. doi: 10.1159/000322476

	 Updegraff, K. A., Kim, J.-Y., Killoren, S. E., and Thayer, S. M. (2010). Mexican American parents’ involvement in adolescents’ peer relationships: exploring the role of culture and adolescents’ peer experiences. J. Res. Adolesc. 20, 65–87. doi: 10.1111/j.1532-7795.2009.00625.x

	 Woo, H. K., Juong, H. S., Choi, N., Yi, S. H., and Lee, G. (2009). Mothers’ Korean language ability and preschoolers’ language development in multi-cultural families. Korean J. Child Stud. 30, 23–36.

	 Yeon, E. M., and Choi, H. (2020). A longitudinal analysis of adolescents’ achievement motivation profiles and their relationship to academic achievement in multicultural family. J. Korea Acad. Industr. Cooperat. Soc. 21, 404–414. doi: 10.5762/KAIS.2020.21.2.404

	 Yoon, M., Jang, Y., and Hong, S. (2020). The effects of multicultural adolescent's cultural adaptation stress on school adaptation: the serial multiple mediation effect of multicultural acceptance and bicultural acceptance attitude. J. Cult. Exchange 9, 25–48. doi: 10.30974/kaice.2020.9.3.2

	 Yu, J. A. (2020). The role of a multi-cultural mother as a broker of children’s school life: the effects of participation in children’s school life of multi-cultural mothers on children’s learning activities, mother’s Korean language proficiency, mother’s psychological and physical health. Korean J. Fam. Soc. Work 67, 61–93. doi: 10.16975/kjfsw.67.2.3

	 Yu, J. H., and Hwang, S. Y. (2024). The influence of Korean proficiency on school adjustment among immigrant youth: focusing on the dual mediating effect of peer support and acculturative stress. Korean J. Soc. Welfare Educ. 66, 1–25. doi: 10.31409/KJSWE.2024.66.1

	 Yu, A. B., and Yang, K. S. (1994). “The nature of achievement motivation in collectivistic societies” in Individualism and collectivism: Theory, method, and applications. eds. U. Kim, H. C. Triandis, C. Kagicibasi, S. C. Choi, and G. Yoon (Thousand Oaks, California: Sage Publication), 239–250.



Copyright
 © 2025 Jin and Ahn. This is an open-access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution License (CC BY). The use, distribution or reproduction in other forums is permitted, provided the original author(s) and the copyright owner(s) are credited and that the original publication in this journal is cited, in accordance with accepted academic practice. No use, distribution or reproduction is permitted which does not comply with these terms.

OPS/xhtml/Nav.xhtml




Contents





		Cover



		Acculturative stress and achievement motivation: the moderating role of immigrant mothers’ Korean proficiency in South Korean multicultural adolescents



		Introduction



		Research aims



		Multicultural students in South Korea









		Methods



		Participants



		Measure



		Achievement motivation



		Acculturative stress



		Mothers’ Korean language proficiency









		Control variables



		Data analysis









		Results



		Descriptive statistics and correlations



		Hierarchical regression analysis









		Discussion



		Data availability statement



		Ethics statement



		Author contributions



		Funding



		Conflict of interest



		Generative AI statement



		Publisher’s note



		References



















OPS/images/fpsyg-16-1652737-g001.jpg
Achievement Motivation

Low Acculturative Stress

High Acculturative Stress

— = Low Mothers' Korean Language
Proficiency

—— High Mothers' Korean Language
Proficiency





OPS/images/cover.jpg
& frontiers | Frontiers in Psychology

Acculturative stress and
achievement motivation: the
moderating role of immigrant

mothers’ Korean procfi iency in
South Korean multicultural
adolescents












OPS/images/crossmark.jpg
©

2

i

|






OPS/images/logo.jpg
, frontiers Frontiers in Psychology






